
As we head steadily (and for many of 

us – all too rapidly) into the New Year, 

we do so with some measure of 

uncertainty.  What will the year hold?  

Will this year be better than last year?  

Will we finally put Covid behind us, or 

will there be new strain which brings 

another wave of serious illness? 

And what will happen in the rest of 

life?  Will the economy grow?  Will 

there be lower unemployment?  Will 

salaries increase?  What will happen at 

the ANC’s conference at the end of the 

year?  Will US mid-term elections affect 

global politics? 

What the answer is, none of us knows!  

But God does know!  And he has 

promised that he will be with us in 

everything that happens, and we will 

not drown nor be consumed. 

This is our confidence! 

 

We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not all in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 

9 January 2022 

Collect 
Creator God, our souls’ delight, 

Your voice thunders over the waters 

      liberating the future from the 

past: 

Speak your affirming word 

that we may share in the baptism of 

      Jesus Christ, 

drink from his cup, 

and serve the world in His name; 

who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 Amen. 

Readings for today 

Epiphany 1/Baptism of Jesus 

Reading Isaiah 43:1-7  

Psalm  Psalm 29 

Gospel  Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

Young Peoples Church 

Please note that all youth activities 

are closed, for this year, they will 

resume on 23 January 2022 

Children are welcome to come 

to the service with their parents. 

Please bring quiet toys for them to 

play with. 

If anyone would like to donate soft 

toys for the children to play with 

during services, please drop them off 

at the office. 

In February this year 

Think about this ….. 

We are the feet and hands of the body of Christ! The body 

only functions properly when every part is doing its bit! 

There are so many ways to contribute to this smooth 

functioning.   

What about being a welcomer, a tea pourer, filming and sound  

for the services, multi media and visuals, a helper in the Soup  

Kitchen (making soup, an other areas that we can let you know about),  

a contributor of meals for the sick and housebound, a commitment to Press-

On?   

There are many more areas to get involved … please chat to one of the staff 

and we can fill you in. Please do not think you are unable or unqualified! 

Training will be provided in all areas (specifically the technical stuff!) 

The office is looking forward to hearing from you!!! 

 



Prayers  

In and through the fire may we be graced with the full function of all our 

human senses so that we can understand and perceive the flames around us. 

May we be graced with a sober mind to understand that though we are in the 

fire; mysteriously we are not burning - that there is an unseen barrier 

prohibiting the flames from engulfing us. But above all and most importantly 

may the fire burn away any doubts we ever had of God's righteousness. May 

we come out of the fire as one of the Prince of Peace's priced jewels to be 

displayed in His crown of glory.  

In the deep waters may we be graced with a contemplative mind over a 

calculative mind - with no clever analysis of what we "see". May we graciously 

accept God for who He is and how He chooses to manifest Himself.  

With this renewed mind may the Holy Spirit remind us of our Master's words 

when He said "Take courage. It is I, Jesus. Do not be afraid".  

May His words grace us with the ability to walk on water, alternatively to 

begin  breathing under water. Either way may His words serve as a knowing 

that we will not drown in the deep waters.  

May we be graced with an inexplicable trust in God; a pure and innocent trust 

which will serve as a spiritual signpost that we are en route to our Father's 

heart   

 Amen   

Thanks to Mpumi Sishi for the prayers today 

 
Birthdays and Anniversaries this week 

Join us in praying for and celebrating with those who have birthdays this week: 

Jackie Kallideen & Trevor Read (11 Jan), Glynis Steer (12 Jan), and Bruce Dixon  

(15 Jan) 

and those celebrating anniversaries: Andile & Mondo Mazwai (9 Jan 1999), Denis 

& Joan Whittaker (12 Jan 1963) and Rob & Marion Hofmeyr ( 15 Jan 1983) 

Years’ Mind 

We give thanks for those who have helped build up the parish over the years, and 

especially those whose anniversary of their death occurs this week: Thuny 

Theunissen ( 10 Jan 2006), Helen Robb (11 Jan 2004 and  Reece Beaumont (11 Jan 

2014) 

Office Contact:    
Phone: 011 728-7015     

Cell: 060 756 9249 

Banking Details:  
St. Luke’s Church, Standard Bank,   

Branch Code:  051001   

Account #  001844067 

Prayers for our Parish Family 

For those who mourn: RIP Ann Delany, we pray for her daughters: Sinéad, Aislinn, 

Mairéad and Trini and their families, RIP Helen Wilson, we pray for her daughter 

Jackie, sister Penny and their families. We pray too for Rob & Glynis Steer on the 

death of Rob’s sister Margie Jarman in New Zealand 

For those in need of healing: We hold up to you all those who are sick and 

struggling in so many ways, especially: Peter Browne, Robert Clark, Richard 

Girdwood (cancer). We continue praying for those in our Parish (on our prayer list) 

struggling with long term illness, and for their care-givers. 


